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Travelling via Mewat and Alwar, Akbar reached the precincts
of Ranthambor on 10 February 1569. The sight of the citadel im-
pressed him: "It is beautiful" he exclaimed; its strength and loca-
tion were the challenges that spurred him to feverish activity
without losing a moment. The tactics he chose to follow were
similar to those that gave him victory at Chitor. On the day
following his arrival, he went out to survey the hill and its sur-
roundings. Raja Todar Mai and AH Qasim Khan were in attend-
ance. He went up to the top of the hill, and studied carefully the
plan of operations prepared in advance by the two generals. Ac-
cording to Abul Fazl, "he brought the figure of its conquest into
the mirror of his imagination, and tightened the straps of resolu-
tion for its capture."
As at Chitor, Akbar ordered heavy cannons to be placed all
around the hill. His intention was to blockade the fort so comple-
tely as to prevent "even the wind from entering it." To transport
the batteries to points from where the ramparts could be brought
under fire was no easy task. Each cannon was driven by  two
hundred pairs of oxen, and an equal quantum of ox-power had to
be used to carry ammunition for every unit of artillery. The heavy
guns were capable of firing stones and copper-balls weighing
sixty and thirty maunds respectively. Todar Mai was assigned the
task of constructing a sabat (covered way) right up to the foot of
the castle, and to keep in readiness a team of sappers and miners
to blow up the most vulnerable part of the fortifications at the
first opportunity. These initial preparations for an assault were
completed, at breakneck speed, and when all looked set for the
final thrust doubts began to assail Akbar. The garrison showed no
sign of panic; it maintained virtually a non-stop bombardment of
the Mughal positions. Casualties among the besiegers mounted at
an alarming rate. On one day, the imperialists lost nearly five
hundred dead, andnearly twice that number were wounded. Reports
of Rajkumari Jaiwanti's heroic calls to the defenders for do-or-
die resistance seemed to convince Akbar that it would take an
inordinately long time to capture the fort. His guns were making
&6 dent on its defences: the stone and copper missiles rebounded
back like rubber balls after hitting the ramparts. Passive hostility
of the population added to Akbar's discomfiture. The fort, it was
common knowledge, was well-stocked with foodgrains; so much
so tHat, according to a Rajput historian, "it could stand siege: for